


Michigan’s Preparedness
Federal, state, and local agencies in Michigan have worked closely with poultry, livestock and wildlife officials, MSU experts and domestic poultry 
industry leaders for years to prevent the introduction and spread of High Path Avian Influenza in Michigan.  These activities include Surveillance 
and Response:
Surveillance means monitoring for disease.  The early detection and the rapid, accurate diagnosis of Avian Influenza sets the stage for the 
response activities that follow.  These are accomplished by surveillance of wild waterfowl, shorebirds and domestic poultry populations to detect 
Avian Influenza through laboratory testing.  If Avian Influenza is detected, response plans are in place to prevent further spread of disease.

Domestic poultry surveillance and response
In countries where the High Path H5N1 strain has infected domestic poultry flocks, industry and government agencies have killed several million 
domestic chickens, ducks and geese to prevent further spread.
The USDA has importation restriction to prevent the introduction of Avian Influenza into the U.S. through domestic poultry.  Additionally, the U.S. 
has increased its monitoring of domestic commercial markets for smuggled poultry and poultry products.
Commercial poultry production in the U.S. and Michigan includes strict biosecurity measures at the farm level to ensure safe and wholesome food 
products.  The practice of raising chickens and turkeys indoors provides a healthy, safe, and controlled environment that minimizes the chances 
of spreading a variety of bird diseases including Avian Influenza.
Domestic poultry raised outdoors, often in small backyard flocks, have a much greater risk of being exposed to diseases like Avian Influenza 
which can be carried by wild birds.  When wild birds and domestic poultry share water, feeding and living areas, the possibility for disease trans-
mission from one to the other significantly increases.  
Decreased appetite, severe depression, a drastic decline in egg production, swollen combs and wattles, hemorrhages on internal membrane 
surfaces and sudden death are all signs that a poultry flock may be infected with Avian Influenza.  Laboratory testing is needed to confirm the 
disease.
If small poultry or domestic waterfowl flock owners detect any of the above signs in their birds, they should contact their private vet-
erinarian practitioner or MDA at (517) 373-1077.  In the event of a confirmed case of Avian Influenza in Michigan, MDA will continue to conduct 
surveillance by testing animals and will notify private practice veterinarians and stakeholders of the disease.  MDA also will provide expertise 
in the area of domestic animal disease control including testing, vaccination and euthanasia.  MDA cooperates with MSU’s Diagnostic Center 
for Population and Animal Health (DCPAH) for diagnostic services and will utilize the MDA Laboratory as appropriate.  The department also will 
implement measures for disease control as indicated in the Avian Diseases Emergency Response Plan.
USDA Veterinary Services (USDA, VS) in Michigan provides expertise in the area of epidemiology, diagnostic laboratory support and testing 
when AI is suspected in poultry.  The Michigan VS office also provides staff in the event large numbers of animals must be euthanized.  In an 
emergency, the Michigan USDA, VS office may request a risk assessment for the USDA Centers for Epidemiology and Animal Health.

Wild waterfowl surveillance and response
Low Path Avian Influenza viruses have been found for decades in many bird species, but most often are found in migratory waterfowl such as 
ducks, gees, and swans.  Susceptible birds can become infected with Avian Influenza virus when they have contact with nasal secretions or fecal 
material from infected birds or with areas contaminated by them.
The low occurrence of low path strains of Avian Influenza in wild birds is seasonal, so the likelihood of detecting the virus by testing, and the 
potential for exposure, depends on the time of year.  The highest rate of infection typically occurs in late summer in juvenile waterfowl, when they 
assemble for their first southward migration.  The number decreases in the fall as the birds migrate south to their wintering grounds, and is lowest 
in spring.
If Michigan citizens discover several (six or more) sick or dead waterfowl in one area they should call the DNR Wildlife Disease Labora-
tory at (517) 336-5030.  If a single dead bird is discovered, either fill out the dead bird form at www.michigan.gov/emerging diseases, or call a 
local DNR field office.

The DNR will conduct three types of wild bird surveillance:
•   examination of carcasses from die-offs affecting wild birds
•   sampling of live-caught birds
•   sampling of hunter-harvested wild birds.

USDA, WS cooperates with state agencies in surveillance activities when a disease that affects humans and livestock is found in wildlife.  They 
may frighten away or exclude wild birds from areas of known infection to prevent disease transmission to wildlife.  This office also provides staff 
for Avian Influenza control activities.






